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LAWS PROPOSED

Amendments Introduced in
Senate to Remedy Ex-
isting Defects.

WOULD HASTEN TRIALS |

Lusk Committee Sugges-
tions Remove Grounds for
Attacking Validity.

PROVIDE FOR REFEREES

Harlem and  “Washington
Heights Distriet to Have
Two Courts.

8peciol Despateh to Tam New Yonx Hmmaip,
New York Hemld 'lnmn.]
Albany, April 8.

Bills carrying out the recommenaa-
tlons of the Lockwood Joint Legisiative
Housing Committes were introduced in
the HSenate this afternoon by Benator
Lockwood, They are amendments to the
rent laws to correct defects found In the
working out of those statutes. Senator
Lockwood says they will neither weasnen
the present stalutes nor give grouna tor
attacks on their constitutionaiity, but are
dAeslgned to expedite trials and decisions
of cases, save time for litlgants and the
courts and to ease up provisions which
have proved unneceasarlly harsh,

Under the amendments tenants who
have pald three monhly Insalments
of rent after the lease has commenced
cannot set up the defence that the rent
is unjust. Some of the courts have held
that If a tenant had pnld the increased
rent at all he could not set up a de-
fance, The bill gives the tenant slxty
days to find out what he should do.

An to Personnl Service.

After a tenant files his anawer «n &
disputed rent mctlon and deposits the
rent at the old rate, the landlord must
file a bill of pariculars. That Is to
meet the gltuation where the tenant has
filed an answer but falled to pay tne
rent in court. Confusion is to be avoided
by outting out of the law concerning rent
actlons, the words “against the occupant
of premises.” The occupant of the hiouse
is frequently not the lessee or tenant.
Personal services of five day notice on a
tenant when a landlord seeks to dis-
possess because of fallure to answer the
complaint or deposit with the court the |
old rent s not to be required. The five
days’ notice may be left with a person
of proper age at the tenant’s residence,

Holdover tenants sued by landlords
for increased rent must pay into the
court whatever rent ls due at the old
rata, which the clerk will pay to the
landlord on demand, The tenant may,
thereafter, if the case ig delayed, pay
the old rent from month to month to
the landlord without wprejudicing his
case. A new tenant who contests the
reasonableness of the rent must pay the
amount dus according to the agreament.
The court may then order such propor-
tlon of the deposit as seemis just pald
to the landlord and the balance s held
until the case 18 declded. That relleves
a hardship on landlords who need the

| tlon of the Stats

ELECTIVE OFFICES TO FOUR

Senate to Act Next Week on Three Constitutional |

Amendments to Reconstruct Government Depart-
ments—People Can Ballot on Two in Autumn.

Special Despateh to Tie New Youg Hematp.
New York I'lmld' :.n.p'ﬂ.lﬂt': }

The Legislature next week

pected to pasa all three of the consti-

tutional amendments for the reconstruc-

government. They

f

ex- |

have been reported by the Senate Ju- |

diclary Committes and are on the order
of final passage In that house. The first |
reduces the number of elective State
ofMecers from seven to four—Governor,
Lieutenant-Governor, Comptroller and
Atlorney-General—and provides that all
State activities shall be consolldated in
twenty-one major departments. The
Legislature is empowered to further re-
duce, but cannot Increase the number,
The second takea from the BState

]

.
Board of Charitles the Inspection of in-
stitutions for the education and support
of the blind, deaf and dumb and changes

the name of the State Commisaion In |
| Lunaey to the State Comml=sion in Men- |

| Governor Convineed Pictures

t2]l Hyglene, to which supervision Is
given over all Institutlona for the care
and treatment of eplleptics, ldlots, fee-
ble minded and mental defectives.

The third amendment lengthens the
term of office of the Governor and Lileu-
tenant-Governor from two to lfour years,

The first two amendmients passed the
Legislature last year and I passed
pgaln this year will go to the peopls for
thelr approval at the autumn election
The third amendment was beaten in the
Senate last year by one vote, and will
have to be passed again by the Legls-
lature.

1922, at & compensation of $25 a day
when actually engaged. They are to be
lawyers of en years standing and hear
non-jury cases referred to them In such
distficts as the president of the Board of
Municipal Judges assigns them. Thelr
declslons are to be entered as Judgments
of the court.

An additional Judge Is recommended
in the Fourth Distriet Municipal Court
In Brooklyn, and one of the billa di-
vides into two districts the Seventh Mu-
niclpal Court District of Mamhattan,
which includes part of Harlem and all
of Washington Helghts., That section |
now has a population of 461,000 and ita
courts are cluttered with landlord and
tenant cases,

NEW RENT DECISION
UPSETS LOWER COURT

It Involves New Tenancy Un-
der Qppressive Lease.

A rent declslon handed down yester-
day by Justices Lehman. Mullan and
Burr in the Appellate term of the Su-
preme Court, prohiblts a lanflerd ifrom
compelling a new tenant to pay a higher
ront than that paid by the previous oce-
cupant of the same flat or apartment
when the new tenant's contract or luase
Ig deemed oppressive. The decizlon re-
verzes the order of Justice Young In the
Pifth District Municlpal Court, Lhat a
new tenant, having slgned o lease and
pild a first month’s rent, has no T W
claim “unjust, unreasonable and oppres-
sive rental.”

The oplnion, written by Justice Leh-
man, said:

“The fact that a new tenant enters
into a written lease for premises not
proviously occupled by him and puys the
firgt month's rent may be evldence to [T
vonsldered by the court or jury vpon the
question whether the agreement is uot-
nally oppressive, but it dees not ns a
matter of law bar such tenants from
ralsing the defence that the rental 18 un-
reagonable and the agreement opprea-
alve.”

BUILDING COSTS NOW
FALLING IN CHICAGO

Price of Brick Cut 25 P. C.;
Lumber Also Down.

Speciol Despatel to Ti :\rm Yonr Hgaarn.

wad held for trial in Special Sesslons

Quade In Waghington Helghts Court,
The complalnant was Ben H. Uberall,
a tenant of the bullding, who |z one or
the proprietors of Helsenweber's.
ecomplaint that Stone had put on Ihe
tenant's rent bill an extra charge of
fifty cents for telephone service was
disposed of when Stone's lawyer prom-
ised that this extra charge would bhe

ropped herenfter, At a previous hear-
ing Uberall declared he was ready to
apend $10000 if necessary to carry his
paint.

SPITE FENCES DOWN
IF BILL IS PASSED

Declared a Nuisance and
Damages Made Actionable.

8pecial Despatch fo Tur New Yong Hemavo.
New York Hernld Burean, ‘
Albany, April 8.

Senator Pitcher and Assemblyman
Rayher Introduced a bill to-day legally
defining the spite fence 28 A nulsance
and compelling the destruction of thoss
now hlding windows and preventing
their future constructlon. An owner or
cecupant who ig Injured In the comfort
or enjoyment of his estate or i3 deprived
of light or alr by such nulsance shall
have an actlon at law for damages,

Assembiyman Hayher sald that such a
law Is now in effect in Massachusetts,
New Hampahire and Washington and
Has heen heid to be constitutional, He
hag been able to gain sufficlent support,
it is belleved, to bass the blll by In-
cluding a provision that it shall not
prohib!t the erection of a bona [lde
bullding that might shut off light of a
neighbor.

vesterday by Maglstrute Francis X. Me- |

SURE T0 BE PASSED |

Lusk-Clayton Bill on Calendar |
to Be Rushed Through
Both Houses.

[FILM FIRMS LOSE

Are Safe if Only Clean
Ones Are Shown.

Epeciel Deapatch to TRe New Yorx HeEmin.

New York Hernld Burean, |
Albuny, April 8. |

The motion picture ‘men who hava |
been in Albany for the last two weels |
in an effort to kill any censorship legls-

they had lost their tight
|t:lnytun bill Is on the general orders
calendar in the Senate, and Senator
Lusk sald to-day that he would bring

in & epeclnl rule on Monday nlght to

Eet it out to the order of final passage.

"h will then be rushed through both |
This Is as- |

houses without any delay.
| sured by the decision of the State Re-

| publicans at & conference early this |

| week to support it

| After Governor Mlller signe the bill |

{ all that will then be necessary to bring

| meving pletures under striet Stite regu- |

lntion will be the appointment of the
{ Censorship Toard of three members,
| The Governor :ame out for State reg

FIGHT

Intlon left Albany to-day econvinced that |
The Lusk-|

lr-.nu hu m. :ur-l show to a brother, |
Joseph E. Hatfleld, and to Edward Con- |
rad, a relative. The estate was esti-
mated to be valued at $1g0,000, real and |
Ipnruonﬂ property, He requested that
| the minsirel show be continued,

| ;
$50 complate with case
Rent a

Corona!

HOW often you have
wished you had a
typewriter at homel
specially a Corona—the
typewriter that folds up
and is so easy to carry
anywhere!
Rent a Corona for a few
| months. Initial rent pay-
i ment applies on purchase.
| Corona Typewriter Co.Inc.
| 120 W, 42nd St., New York
I Also Twao Stores:
531 Fulton St., 1250 Broadway

| 1atlon of moving plctures several weeis |
ago after his attentlon had been called
to several pictures and advertisements

aplte of the

in the country.

quest to put
over for a year.

up the industry
would submit to an investigution if the
| Governor wanted It. CGovernor Miller,
however, la  convinced that motion

sorship so long as only clean films are
produced and exhibited,

Sax Dueo, Aprll 8. —Enslgn Hn.r.—y
Charles Batchellor, 17, 8, N. R, F,, af
Los Angeles, attached to the North
Taland Navy Alr statlon, was killed to-
day when a seaplare of which he wnlu
the pllot fell 500 feet into the bay.

which he deemed lurld and suggestive.
He since has perslsted In his position in
pleas of some of the mosat
prominent film producers and exhiblitors

Both the Governor and the legislative
leaders have turned a deaf ear to the
arguments of the motion pleture men
that censorship means a serious injury
to thelr hu.nln;:m is well as to the re-

all regulatory measures
The exhibltors asked
for a chance In the next year to clean
and declared that they

pictures have nothing to faar from cen- |
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penses, beeause of the hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars pald {nto court by ten-
ants and held for final determination of
the cases.

Cuicago, Aprll 8. —Chicagoans are
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stars of his productiona and put
them Into a rare combination of

[ g Spectacle
E { Comedy
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The Chestermarke Instinct
The Crooked House...........
A Case in Camera. ...........
The Wolf of Purple Canyon. ..

.J. 8. Fletcher
.Brandon Fleming
....0Oliver Onions
.Charles K. Ulrich
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